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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 17-25 are pending. This Action is in response to the preliminary amendment filed 
on 2-28-2006. Claims 1-16 have been cancelled as directed by Applicant's amendment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

3. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 for reciting non-statutory subject matter. 
Regarding Claim 19, the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter for 

claiming human body parts. Claim 19 recites "the pelvic area" and "the chest area" on line 4-6. 
Examiner suggests using ~ adapted to rest below the pelvic area ~ and ~ adapted to rest below 
the chest area ~ to avoid claiming a human body part. 
4. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 17-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Regarding Claim 17, it is unclear if the operating elements recited on line 5 are the same 
as the operating elements recited on line 12. Does Applicant intend to recite "each of said 
plurality of operating elements" on line 12? 
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Also for Claim 17, Applicant recites a frequency of below 100 Hz in line 4, but on lines 
7-12 several frequency ranges are recited. It is not clear whether applicant is attempting to claim 
a range of below 100 HZ or only the claimed discrete frequency bands that are assigned to the 
operating elements. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Murtonen 
(US Patent 5,1 13,852) in view of Howard (US Patent 6,01 1,852). 

Regarding Claim 17, Murtonen discloses a contact surface for the patient (the chair in 
Figure 1), at least one acoustic body (2a) being attached below the contact surface, which 
generates sound waves having a frequency below 100 Hz (col. 4, line 16), which lie within 
predefined, discrete frequency bands(20-200 Hz), and an Operating unit 1 having multiple 
operating elements (8a,8b, Fig. 2) for activating the at least one acoustic body (2a) being 
provided, wherein a first frequency band extends from 31 Hz to 33 Hz, a second frequency band 
extends from 35.5 Hz to 37.5 Hz, a third frequency band extends from 40 Hz to 42.5 Hz, a fourth 
frequency band extends from 44.5 Hz to 46.5 Hz, a fifth frequency band extends from 49 Hz to 
5 1 Hz, a sixth frequency band extends from 54 Hz to 56 Hz, and a seventh frequency band 
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extends from 58.5 Hz to 60.5 Hz (Murtonen's device operates at 20-200 Hz, so all of these 
ranges are capable of being delivered by Murtonen's device), 

Murtonen has operating elements 8a, 8b but lacks operating element being assigned to 
each of these discrete frequency bands and allowing its selection. Howard teaches frequency 
control system 80 in Figure 5 with operating elements being assigned to discrete frequency bands 
and controlling a selection of each frequency band. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the controller-regulator (1) 
of Murtonen to include operating elements for controlling the selection of discrete frequency 
bands, as taught by Howard, so that a user can select and adjust optimal frequency ranges for 
massage vibration. 

Regarding Claim 18, Murtonen discloses that two acoustic bodies can be used (col. 3, 
line 53). 

Regarding Claim 19, the acoustic bodies are positioned below the contact surface so that 
when a patient reclines on the contact surface, one acoustic body is below th pelvic area and one 
is below the chest (Fig. 1). 

Regarding Claim 20, the operating unit 1 has an operating element (7a, 7b) for amplitude 
modulation (col. 4, line 67). 

9. Claims 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Murtonen 
in view of Howard as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Park (US Patent 
3,253,077). 

Regarding Claim 21, Murtonen does not disclose a sine wave generator or a pulse shaper 
converting the sine wave into a sawtooth vibration. Park teaches a sine wave generator 10 and a 
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pulse shaper (the capacitor) converting the sine wave into a sawtooth vibration (col. 3, lines 43- 
5 1). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the system of Murtonen to include a sine wave generator and pulse shaper to 
produce a sawtooth wave as taught by Park in order to provide a different pattern of a vibration 
for a patient other than a sine wave vibration pattern, which increases the types of vibration that 
the device can provide. 

Regarding Claims 22-24, Murtonen does not disclose a pulse shaper converting the sine 
wave into square waves, triangle waves, or pulse waves. However, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the Murtonen system 
to provide square waves, triangle waves, or pulse waves in order to provide a different pattern of 
a vibration for a patient other than a sine wave vibration pattern, which increases the types of 
vibration that the device can provide. 

10. Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Murtonen in 
view of Howard as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of DeVisser (US Patent 
5,733,240) 

Regarding Claim 25, Murtonen does not disclose a storage medium for audio signals. 
DeVisser discloses a storage medium (the memory element, col. 1, line 32) for audio signals in 
bands below 100 Hz. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the device of Murtonen to have a memory element as taught by 
DeVisser so that a preselected audio vibration can be stored and delivered to a patient. 

Conclusion 
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1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

McNew (US Patent 6,544,165) discloses a vibration table treatment system. 
Skille (US Patent 5,101,810) discloses a vibrating acoustic therapy chair. 
Chesky (US Patent 5,035,235) discloses a music vibration table. 
Tomecek (US patent 4,1 12,923) teaches a vibrator for skin with a frequency control 



12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ARUNDIPTA SHOME whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5539. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 9:00am to 6pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Justine Yu can be reached on 571-272-4835. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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